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American Boxiana - A Historical Perspective© 2004
by Bob Winkler

An interactive seminar that investigates and researches the historical, sociological and genealogical
background of boxing in the United States up to World War II.

Contents

o Pre 1830: Wild Oats. A rich history of British and American pugilistic events involving James Belcher,
Stringer Tonks, Jacob Hyer and Tom Crib, as early American society forges it's identity.

o 1840s & 1850s: Illegally Adrift

Discover the oft times brutal, but colorful, histories behind the original American "gangs" and newly. arrived
immigrants with the likes of Tom Hyer, Yankee Sullivan, William Poole and John Morrissey.

o 1880s & 1890s: The Golden Age

Readings and discussion about the lives and legends of John L. Sullivan, Jake Kilrain, Jack McAuliffe, Bob
Fitzsimmons, Jim Corbett, Tom Sharkey and James J. Jeffries, and how they reflected the society around them
e 1920s and 1930s: A Rebirth of Character

Travel along the road with Jack Dempsey, Gene Tunney, Tommy Loughran, Max Baer, Max Schmelling and
Jack Sharkey, while investigating pre-World War II American society.

Research Projects

Investigative topics on local and regional boxers and family history. Have a boxer in your past? This includes
researching primary sources, conducting oral histories, "adopt-a-boxer" from the past for investigation, or
developing statistical databases or websites.

Presentations
Sharing research findings before local historical/genealogical societies, public or private schools, college and
university gatherings, or community groups.
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